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Sing to the Lord a New Song (Psalm XCVIII) Heinrich Schutz
(1585-1672)
Heinrich Schutz was a German composer who applied Venetian polychoral 
writing to German church music. A  student of Giovanni Gabrieli, Schutz 
wrote with the richness, splendor, and drama of style characteristic of Gabrieli’s 
works. "Sing to the Lord a New Song,” a Psalm setting for two choirs of 
mixed voices, demonstrates the unusually keen sense for distinction of tone 
which Schutz applied to all his works.
Crucifixus (SSATTB) Antonio Lotti
Crucifixus (SSAATTBB) (1667-1740)
H e was crucified even for us under Pontius Pilate; H e  died and was buried.
A n Italian singer, organist, and compoer, Lotti was the last representative 
of the old severe school of contrapuntal writing; still he used modem 
harmonies with freedom and great expressiveness. In  addition to sacred 
choral works, Lotti wrote operas, madrigals, and chamber works. H is two 
settings of the Crucifixus text, one for six-part and one for eight-part chorus, 
are characteristic of the great expressive power of his music.
Tenebrae Factae Sunt Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
(1525-1594)
Darkness covered the earth when they crucified Jesus of Judea; and about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” Again Jesus exclaimed with a loud voice, " I t is finished. Father, into Thy 
hands I  commend my spirit.” A nd H e bowed H is head and gave up the 
spirit.
Palestrina was an Italian composer born near Rome. During his life he was an 
organist and a choirmaster, and he composed mostly sacred choral liturgical 
works, sacred madrigals, and some secular madrigals. H is music is charac­
terized by long contrapuntal phrases, and each single voice is within the range 
of a ninth, for the most part. W e can see how he reflected his texts in his 
music in "Tenebrae Factae Sunt” ; Jesus bowing H is head is depicted by a 
descending line in all voices.
Sixth Chandos Anthem Georg Frideric Handel
(1685-1759)
O Praise the Lord W ith One Consent
Praise Him , All Ye T hat in H is House Attend—Esther G iammarco, contralto 
For This Our Truest Interest—J ohn N icholls, tenor 
That God is Great—Richard Erickson, baritone 
W ith Cheerful Notes Let All the Earth
God’s Tender Mercy Knows No Bounds—J oyce H anson, soprano 
Y e  Boundless Realms of Joy 
Your Voices Raise
Handel was a prolific international composer who himself studied organ, 
harpsichord, violin, oboe, and counterpoint. H e wrote many types of music 
for many media, employing in them German seriousness, French grandeur, 
and Italian suavity, ail of which matured in England, where he spent most of
his life. In keeping with the English choral tradition of the sixteenth century, 
Handel composed twelve Chandos Anthems, written for the Duke of Chandos 
between 1716 and 1719. These were masterpieces of Baroque church music 
from which the composer frequently borrowed in his later works.
I n t e r m i s s i o n
Beautiful Savior F. Melius Christiansen
(1871-1955)
Born in Norway, Christiansen came to the United States in 1888 and was 
musical director of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, from 1903 to 
1941. H e founded the Lutheran Choir there and in 1941 was succeeded 
by his son Olaf Christian. A  composer and arranger of sacred choral 
works, he wrote in a style that is appealing both to the ear and to the heart.
M ild red  B arnes, contralto
Tanzen und Springen Hans Leo Hassler
(1564-1612)
Dancing and prancing, singing and ringing;
Bell-ringers and fiddlers should also not be quiet.
All my senses stand ready to make music and be jubilant.
Beautiful young girls in green meadows
Wander with them and converse, joking in a friendly way.
The happiness in my heart is worth more than silver and gold.
A  proficient organist himself, Hassler was a German composer of organ and 
choral music. H is style was gready influenced by his teacher, Andrea Gabrieli, 
and he applied his knowledge of Italian techniques to the composition of 
strongly national German songs. Thus he became one of the founders of 
national musical art in Germany.
Weep, O Willow (Southern Mountain Tune) Sven Lekberg
Lekberg is a contemporary composer of both sacred and secular works for 
choral and instrumental media. H e is presently a professor of music a t Simp­
son College. H is style may be described as post-Romantic, in that he adapts 
full, flowing harmonies to the predominating melody.
A rline- P lum m er, soprano
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart David Fetler
David Fetler is a contemporary American composer who is presently a pro­
fessor of composition at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New 
York. This composition is a quiet song of farewell: "In  peace and joy I 
now depart at God’s disposing.”
O Magnify the Lord With Me Bay State Collection
(1850)
In the year 1850 Lowell Mason brought forth a collection of sacred choral 
anthems characteristic of the popular style of music in early colonial New 
England. This collection was then named after Boston’s native state. The 
anthem presented here is obviously one of magnificent praise.
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